Introduction
Gram-negative bacterial sepsis is still one of the major causes of morbidity and mortality in humans and other animal species. The A portion of the bacerial lipopolysaccharide (LPS) interacts in the infected host inducing the activation of immunerelated cells, which in turn release cytokines. 2 The most important cytokines released during the acute phase of the endotoxic shock are interleukin-1 (IL-1) and tumour necrosis factor alpha (TNF); 3'4 these substances act synergistically, although through different mechanisms, to induce pathophysiological symptoms observed during infection." It has been shown in different animal models that the infusion of 1L-1 and TNF mimick the LPS induced effects during infection, [7] [8] [9] and that the treatment of mice with anti-TNF antibodies (C) To the authors' knowledge there are no data in the literature regarding plasmatic androgen and oestrogen levels during septic shock in female animals; however, it has been reported that an increase in androgen production resulted after different types of stress. 36 We found that endotoxin administration rapidly (2 h 
